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Top, thank you to the many Waynesville R-VI employees 
who were part of the audience during the Listening 
Session on March 2 on FLW. We appreciate you showing 
your support! Middle, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
visits with the evaluation team following the session. 
Above, Wood Elementary staffers displayed their Tiger 
pride in their matching Wood shirts.  

    The Waynesville High School JROTC will host its first JROTC 
Invitational Drill Meet at Waynesville High School with more than 
1,000 individuals expected to attend from 7 a.m.-5 p.m. March 14.
    In addition to the high schoolers, the impressive U.S. Army 
Drill Team will showcase their talents just prior to the trophy 
presentation ceremony at approximately 3:45 p.m. The public is 
invited to witness the U.S. Army Drill Team who will perform with 
12 soldiers and their commander, 1st LT Lauren Glover; she is first 
female ever to command the U.S. Army Drill Team.  
    “We are excited to be hosting this competition, especially given 
our close proximity to Fort Leonard Wood,” says Col. Charles 
Williams, WHS JROTC. “Additionally, having the U.S. Army Drill 
Team perform is an opportunity of a lifetime for these cadets to see 
their precision and skill. It will be an impressive performance, no 
doubt.”
    The national drill team will also give a short demonstration in the 
morning and assist with grading the competition.
    The U.S Drill Team is part of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
“Old Guard” from Fort Meyer, Va., which provided guards for 
the Tomb of the Unknowns, military funerals at Arlington and all 
ceremonial support to the Military District of Washington.
    At least 15 high school drill teams (with 50 to 75 cadets) are 
expected to compete in one individual event – the individual drill 
down – and these seven team events:
    • Armed Regulation Team     • Unarmed Regulation Team
    • Armed Color Guard Team       • Unarmed Color Guard Team
    • Armed Exhibition Team • Unarmed Exhibition Team
    • New Cadet Unarmed Platoon
    Cadets will compete in the WHS main gym, auditorium and 
small gym with Fort Leonard Wood drill sergeants and other 
soldiers serving as the judges.
    Because of this year’s success at Midwest meets, the WHS drill 
team will attend the Army Nationals Championships Competition 
in Louisville, Ky., on April 11.

WHS JROTC to host 
1st Drill Meet March 14



    The Waynesville R-VI School 
District will celebrate Youth Art Month 
with the Ninth Annual District Art 
Show open house from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, March 8, at the Waynesville 
Career Center.  
    Parents, family members and the 
public are invited to the free open 
house where artwork from all the 
district’s schools will be on display.  
Refreshments will be served and the 

Art show open house to be held Sunday, March 8

As part of Youth Art Month, artwork by Waynesville R-VI students is on display at the Missouri Capitol, including Leaves 
by Johnathan McDaniel, a fourth grader at Thayer Elementary; birch trees by Jordyn Batson, a second grader at East 
Elementary; and an owl by Johnna Sardis, a sixth grader at the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center. 

Waynesville High School Jazz Band 
will provide musical entertainment 
during a portion of the open house.  
    The art will remain on display from 
March 9 through March 11 at the WCC 
and may be viewed from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on those days. 
    Art instructors for the Waynesville 
School District are Heather Allen 
(East Elementary), Susie Shultz (East 
Elementary), Johanna Adamson 

(Freedom Elementary), Garrett Jackson 
(Freedom Elementary), Sheryl Lamme 
(Partridge Elementary), John Rose 
(Wood Elementary), Debbie Akery 
(Thayer Elementary), Faye May 
(Waynesville Sixth Grade Center), 
Melissa Lynch (Waynesville Middle 
School), Nina Huett (Waynesville High 
School), Ronni Jeter (Waynesville 
High School), and Donna Groves 
(Waynesville Career Center).  

Volunteers transformed the gym in the  
Roubidoux Center (the old middle school) 
into an interactive museum for Black History 
Month in February. Waynesville students, 
including these students from Wood 
Elementary, toured the displays and crowded 
together on ship planks to learn about a 
portion of the hardships African men and 
women endured during their journey to the 
United States. At far right, a volunteer engrossed students at her 
story telling station. Near right, Dr. James Ford gave students a 
history listen about the continent of Africa through the ages. 



    A shoutout of thanks to the custodians and maintenance 
crews for clearing our sidewalks and parking lots. We 
appreciate you coming in – especially on Sunday to make it 
safe for our students and all of us. You do a great job!!! 

– Admin Building Team 

    I wanted to share a belated thanks to Mrs. Rogers 
and Mrs. Kristek for organizing and offering the Digital 
Storytelling program at East. Connor absolutely loved 
every minute of the activities and from the parent share last 
week I can see the excitement that all of the students and 
teachers had toward their work. 
    The student work is impressive and demonstrates strong 
writing, collaboration and technology skills. This is an 
excellent example of how we can get students excited 
about learning those essential 21st Century Skills. Thanks 
so much for giving your time to these students and this 
program, it is much appreciated.

– Courtney Long
WHS Principal 

    Waynesville R-VI students in grades 6-8 volunteered to 
participate in this year’s science fair, using their after-school 
time to study and research an issue and then produce a tri-fold 
board about their project.  
    Winners in the Waynesville R-VI Science Fair were 
announced during a ceremony on Feb. 26 at the Sixth Grade 
Center. Parents, teachers, and students joined the celebration 
and commended students for their hard work.
    The winners by category were: 
    Physical Science
         1st place- Tim Chan (6th grade) - Melting Ice Cubes
         2nd place- Cassandra Bernard (7th grade) - Survival
    Life Science
        1st place-Andrew Gustowski (6th grade) - Stop the Music
        2nd place-Bailey Schultz (6th grade) - How Much Acid 
                         Are You Consuming Daily?
        3rd place-Isabella Pondrom (6th grade) - Juicy Fruit
    Best in Show
         Andrew Gutowski (6th grade) - Stop the Music
    All of Waynesville’s projects have the opportunity to go on to 
the Regional Ozark Science and Engineering Fair in Springfield 
March 31 - April 2, 2015.  This opportunity was provided by 
the I-STEM-21 Grant received from the Department of Defense 
Education Activities (DODEA).
    A big thank you to the science fair judges, Sarah Parker, 
Roger Olney, Rushell Quinn, and Captain Mary Ann Kearney, 
who spent the day judging, interviewing and giving feedback to 
the students.
    Overall, the district had five level 1 (highest) projects; four 
level 2 (middle) projects, and four level 3 (lowest) projects.

District Science Fair 
winners announced

Top: Judges Mary Ann Kearney, Rushell Quinn, Sarah Parker 
and Roger Olney determine award levels for the science fair 
projects. Above, pictured at the Science Fair awards contest 
are front row, left to right: Michele Sumter, WMDS principal; 
Cassandra Bernard, Baily Schultz, Isabella Pondrom, Andrew 
Gutowski and Tim Chan; back row, left to right: WSGC 
science teachers Tim Harrison, Kristin Williams and Angie 
Wilson; Marsha Smith, WSGC principal; and Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent of instructional services.

Praise corner

    Staff members from Wood, Partridge and Freedom 
Elementaries helped raise more than $500 for the Missouri 
Special Olympics in the annual Polar Bear Strut at the Lake of 
the Ozarks, Feb. 28, braving a temperature of 23° and a wind 
chill of 15° at the start of the race. 
    Judy Blystone (Wood), Jody Taylor (Freedom), Alicia 
Harrison (Partridge) Jerec Soria (WSGC student) and Brandon 
Blystone (WHS class of 2014 graduate) won medals for their 
age group. To join this group, please contact Crystal Reiner at 
CReiner@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Alicia Harrison (Partridge), Elsa Dubon (Wood), Crystal 
Reiner (Wood), Judy Blystone (Wood), and Jody Taylor 
(Freedom) participated in the race. 

Braving the cold to raise funds



    Students entered on the red carpet at East Elementary during the Sixth Annual Cubby 
Film Festival on Tuesday, Feb. 24. 
    Students who have been participating in the digital storytelling class (led by Mrs. 
Rogers and Mrs. Kristek) celebrated their work and shared their film-making expertise 
with parents and families. 
    This after school enrichment program allows students to work on developing their 
creative writing skills. During the 12-week workshop, the students take on the roles of 
writer, director, actor, videographer and film editor as they create several individual and 
group videos. 
    The class is part of East’s Support Our Students program. 

East Elementary students and their families made their red-carpet debuts as film 
writers, directors, actors, videographers and film editors.  

East students produce films 

By Carla Franco-Collazo
    The halls of East Elementary were 
filled with more hustle and bustle 
than usual on Thursday, Feb. 12, 
when Chrystal Bohrer’s childcare and 
development classes went on a field 
trip to watch a handful of classes’ 
day-to-day operations and to read their 
storybooks to the students. 
    Different teachers volunteered their 
classes, patience and sound advice to 
the eager-to-learn high schoolers and 
the result was just as was expected: a 
fun learning lesson for all involved. 
The high schoolers helped with arts 
and crafts, recess, monitored lunch and 
some even ate with the students. 
    The childcare and development 
classes began their session of Tiger 
Preschool on Feb. 24 at WHS, where 

they will run their 
own preschool. The 
students used this trip 
as an opportunity to 
observe the class’s 
structure and routine 
so they could apply 
the advice and ideas 
they received to 
their Tiger Preschool 
classes.  
    Mrs. Bohrer 
and her students 
would like to extend 
their gratitude and 
admiration to the 
wonderful teachers at 
East Elementary who let the childcare 
and development students participate in 
their daily activities. 

WHS childcare class goes to East Elementary

To prepare for Tiger Preschool, 
Waynesville High School students 
visited East Elementary to learn about 
classroom day-to-day operations. 

    On Feb. 25, students from the Sixth 
Grade Center visited the Parker Fine 
Arts building for a middle school 
welcoming assembly.  Students were 
amazed at the talent of the 8th grade 
jazz band that performed as they entered 
into the auditorium.
    Michele Sumter, Waynesville Middle 
School principal, took this opportunity 
to speak to the sixth grade class about 
the middle school grading scale, 
elective classes and the impact of grades 
on extra curricular opportunities. 
    Dan Kania, assistant principal, 
announced the sporting opportunities 
that are available for middle school 
students whose grades permit.  
    Todd Whalen, assistant principal, 
emphasized the behavior expectations 
to students and how PBIS is used at the 
middle school.  
    Neftali Perez introduced himself 
and told students who their guidance 
counselor will be once they walk 
through those middle school doors.
    The event, which was both 
informative and entertaining, concluded 
with a song that was beautifully 
performed by the 7th grade honor 
choir, under the leadership of Cydnee 
Gilmore.    

WMDS hosts 
welcome event



Dr. Brian Henry praised staff at the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center at the end of 
February. Photos (sketches) by Jason Helton. 

    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
delivered praises to the Sixth Grade 
Center staff during his Super Session at 
the end of February. 
    Henry praised the team for: 
    – receiving the 2015  Exemplary PLC 
Award. Every PLC team is continuing 
to deepen their discussions on student 
learning and to win the award after just 
two full school years of existence is 
outstanding. Teachers came together 
from five different buildings when the 
WSGC was opened in August 2012.   
    – the steering team’s retreat that 
focused on the responsibilities of 
an effective PLC.  The team openly 
discussed areas of strengths and 
weaknesses and then put structures in 
place to address those. Now, the team 
reviews building data on a monthly 
basis as a direct result of that retreat so 
that adjustments can be made as needed.  
    – Scoring 100% on the Positive 
Behavior Systems evaluation every 
year since opening the school and for 
becoming a leader in the field. This 

year the Sixth Grade Center hosted the 
SET training for several other districts.  
Office referrals have gone down 
significantly each year and a lot of this 
can be attributed to teachers creating 
welcoming classroom environments 
and following the process for creating 
a tier II behavior plan for students who 
exhibit chronic minor behaviors. 
    – Allowing students to be proactively 
involved in the school’s day-to-day 

operations through Student Leadership 
Groups (LEAD).  LEAD groups provide 
21st Century skills in real-world 
situations.  All of the LEAD groups do 
extraordinary things, but he particularly 
praised the PTSO LEAD group for 
holding a 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
Families Night that allowed students 
to present ways Steven Covey’s 7 
Habits could be used at home in family 
situations.  

Sixth Grade Center receives praise in Super Session

The Waynesville Career Center 
hosted an open house in late 
February to promote their high 
school and adult courses. Current 
students and instructors were on 
hand to demonstrate the many 
options, including cosmetology (top) 
and construction (above). Several 
companies who hire the students 
attended as well. 

The Waynesville Girls Basketball Team (above) and the Waynesville Boys 
Basketball Team took second in districts on Thursday. Waynesville was the 
only school to have both their girls and boys teams playing in the chamionship 
games. Below, Joe Johnson makes a fast past, while Juwan Morgan goes for two. 


